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Because of you, because of the work that you
did, because of the hope that you showed,
there’s a woman here in—somewhere in Cali-
fornia who is going to be able to get treatment
for her cancer instead of having to mortgage her
house.

Because of you, somewhere here in Califor-
nia, there’s going to be a young person who says,
you know what, I can afford to go to college. Be-
cause of you, there’s some small-business owner
who was able to keep their doors open despite
the worst possible recession.

Because of you, there’s a clean energy com-
pany that has some magnificent idea that could
end up leading to unbelievable innovation
sometime in the future. That happened all be-
cause of you. Because of you, there are 100,000
young men and women who have come home
from Iraq and are no longer at war. That’s be-
cause of you. Don’t let them tell you that what
you did didn’t make a difference. Don’t let
them tell you that what you did didn’t make a
difference.

Change is hard, but it’s always been hard.
That’s been the history of this country, from its
founding. And if our grandparents, our great-
grandparents, our great-great-grandparents, if
they had said to themselves, well, I can’t do this
because it’s too hard, success is uncertain, there
are people saying mean things about me—

[laughter]—we would have never gotten
through a war, we would have never gotten
through depression, we wouldn’t have gotten
civil rights or women’s rights or workers’ rights.

We got through those things and helped to
perfect our Union because in the face of uncer-
tainty, in the face of adversity, in the face of dif-
ficulty, people stood up. They said, “Yes, we
can.” They had the courage of their convictions.
And we had leaders like Barbara Boxer.

What was true then is just as true now. And
so if everybody here keeps that spirit alive and is
out there knocking on doors and making phone
calls and calling their friends and calling their
neighbors and reminding everybody of the
same hope, the same possibility that we did 2
years ago, we’re not just going to reelect Barba-
ra Boxer, we are going to make sure that the
American Dream is alive and well for future
generations.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. in the
Ronald Tutor Campus Center at the University
of Southern California. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to musicians Stevie Wonder, Beyonce G.
Knowles, and Paul D. “Bono” Hewson; and Sim
Farar, finance chair for Sen. Boxer’s reelection
campaign committee. 

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Rally in Los Angeles
October 22, 2010

The President. Hello, L.A.! Oh, this is a Tro-
jan kind of welcome right here. Fight on! Oh, I
am fired up!

You know, Jamie Foxx is pretty good at this.
We might have to recruit him. We’d have to
make him shave his goatee, though. [Laughter]

It is wonderful to see all of you. Let me just
say how proud I am to be here with some of the
finest elected officials that I know: the next
Governor of the great State of California, Jerry
Brown; your outstanding mayor, Antonio Vil-
laraigosa; Speaker of the California Assembly
John Perez; L.A. City Council President Eric
Garcetti; a dear, dear friend of mine, so I want
everybody to do right by her, San Francisco

District Attorney Kamala Harris; an outstanding
congressional delegation—Diane Watson, Judy
Chu, Adam Schiff, Grace Napolitano, Xavier
Becerra; an unbelievable Secretary of Labor,
Hilda Solis; and somebody who has been fight-
ing on your behalf for many, many years and
needs to be—keep on fighting for us for the
next 6 years, Senator Barbara Boxer.

It is great to be with all of you on this beauti-
ful day.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. You know, we are going to

need—I love you back.
We need all of you to fight on. We need all of

you fired up. We need all of you ready to go, be-
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cause in just 11 days, in just 11 days, you have
the chance to set the direction of this State and
of this country not just for the next 2 years, but
for the next 5 years, the next 10 years, the next
20 years. And just like you did in 2008, you can
defy the conventional wisdom, the conventional
wisdom that says young people are apathetic,
the conventional wisdom that says you can’t
beat the cynicism in politics, that you can’t over-
come the special interests, that all that matters
is all the big money and the negative TV ads.
You have the chance to say, yes, we can.

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. Yes, we can. Yes, we can. Si, se
puede.

Look, now, look, I don’t want to fool any-
body, even though this is an incredible crowd, a
magnificent crowd, but let me be clear: This is
going to be a difficult election, because we’ve
been through an incredibly difficult time as a
nation.

For most of the last decade, the middle class
has been hurting. Families saw their incomes,
between 2001 and 2009—by about 5 percent.
That’s not my statistics. That’s the Wall Street
Journal talking. Job growth was more sluggish
during that period than any time since World
War II. Jobs were being shipped overseas. Par-
ents couldn’t afford to send their kids to college.
Families couldn’t afford to send somebody in
their family to a doctor. Americans were work-
ing two, three jobs just to try to make ends
meet. And all this culminated in the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression.

Understand, we lost 4 million jobs in the 6
months before I took office, 750,000 the month
that I was sworn in, 600,000 the month after
that, 600,000 the month after that. We hadn’t
seen anything like this since the 1930s. We lost
8 million jobs before any of my economic poli-
cies had a chance to be put into place.

Now, my hope was that in this moment of cri-
sis, we could come together and both parties
would put politics aside, that we would come to-
gether to meet this once-in-a-generation chal-
lenge, because although we are proud Demo-
crats, we are prouder to be Americans. And you

know, there are plenty of Republicans who feel
the same way out there.

But the Republican leaders in Washington,
they made a different calculation. They looked
around at the mess that they had made, at the
mess that they had left me, and they said, boy,
this is a really big mess. And they said it’s going
to take a long time to fix. Unemployment is
probably going to be high for a while, and in the
meantime, people are going to get angry and
frustrated. So maybe if we just sit on the side-
lines, say no to everything, and then point our
fingers at Obama and say he’s to blame, they
figured that maybe you all would forget that
they caused the mess in the first place, and
they’d be able to ride anger all the way to elec-
tion time. But, Los Angeles, as I look out on this
crowd, this tells me you haven’t forgotten.

Their whole campaign strategy is amnesia.
And so you need to remember that this election
is a choice between the policies that got us into
this mess and the policies that are leading out of
this mess, a choice between the past and the fu-
ture, a choice between hope and fear, a choice
between moving forward or going backwards.
And I don’t know about you, but I want to move
forward, Trojans. I want to go forward.

Now, look, I understand it would be one
thing if the Republicans, having made this
mess, they went off into the desert or into some
retreat somewhere and they meditated on, boy,
we really screwed up, and now let’s come up
with some new ideas because we recognize the
error of our ways. But that’s not what’s going
on.

The Republican Campaign Committee chair-
man promised the exact same agenda if they
win back the House and if they win back the
Senate: the same agenda of cutting taxes for
millionaires and billionaires, of cutting rules for
the special interests, from cutting middle class
families loose to fend for themselves. Their ba-
sic philosophy is, you’re on your own. If you’re
sick, you don’t have health care, too bad, you’re
on your own. You don’t have a job, them’s the
breaks; you’re on your own. You’re a young per-
son wants to go to USC, wants to get his educa-
tion but can’t afford it, tough luck, you’re on
your own. It’s the same agenda that turned a
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record surplus into a record deficit, the same
agenda that allowed Wall Street to run wild, the
same agenda that nearly destroyed our econo-
my.

And I bring all this up not because I want to
reargue the past. I bring it up because I don’t
want to relive the past. We can’t afford it. I
bring it up because it’s not as if we haven’t tried
what they’re selling. We tried it. We didn’t like
it, and we’re not going back to it.

I want you to think about it this way. Imagine
that these folks drove the car into the ditch. And
it was a really deep ditch. And somehow they
were able to walk away from the accident, but
they did nothing to get the car out of the ditch.
And so me and Barbara and Jerry and Antonio,
we all put on our boots, and we climbed down
into the ditch.

And it’s hot down there. It’s—flies are down
there—[laughter]—and we’re sweating. But
we’re pushing; we’re pushing to get the car out
of the ditch. And even though Barbara Boxer is
small, she is pushing too. And we’re all pushing.
And as we’re pushing, we look up, and the Re-
publicans are all standing there at the top of the
ditch. They’re all looking down. And we say,
why don’t you come down and help? And they
say, no, that’s all right. And then they kick some
dirt down into the ditch. [Laughter] They’re
sipping on a Slurpee. They’re fanning them-
selves. You’re not pushing hard enough, they
say. You’re not pushing the right way.

And yet, despite all that, we still get the car
out of the ditch. And it’s finally on level ground.
And I admit, the car is a little banged up. I
mean, the fender is bent and it’s going to have
to go to the body shop, and it needs a tuneup.
But it’s on level ground, and it’s pointing in the
right direction. We’re ready to move forward.
And suddenly—suddenly—we get this tap on
our shoulder and we look back, and who is it?
It’s the Republicans. And they say, we want the
keys back.

And we’ve got to tell them, you can’t have the
keys back. You don’t know how to drive. You
can ride with us, but you got to be in the back-
seat, because we got middle class America in
the front seat. We’re looking out for them.

You ever notice when you want to go for-
ward, what do you do? You put your car in “D.”
You want to go backwards, what do you do? You
put it in “R.” That’s not a coincidence. We want
to go forward. We don’t want to go backwards.

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. Yes, we can.
Look, because of the steps that we’ve taken,

we no longer face the possibility of a second de-
pression. The economy is growing again. The
private sector has seen job growth 9 months in a
row. But we’ve still got a long way to go. We’ve
still got a lot of work to do. There are a lot of
people out there still hurting. I know there are a
lot of families still hanging on by a thread.
That’s what keeps me up at night. That’s what
keeps me fighting. That’s why all of you are
here, because you know we’ve got more work to
do.

But understand, we’ve got a different idea
about what the future holds. It’s an idea rooted
in our belief about how this country was built.
We know that the government doesn’t have the
answers to all our problems. We believe govern-
ment should be lean and efficient. But in the
words of the first Republican President, Abra-
ham Lincoln—who, by the way, couldn’t get a
nomination in today’s Republican Party—
[laughter]—we also believe that government
should do for the people what they cannot do
better for themselves.

We believe in an America that rewards hard
work and responsibility and individual initiative,
but that also puts a hand up to help people live
out their dreams. We believe in an America that
invests in its people, in its future, the education
of our children, the skills of our workers. We
believe in a country where we look after one an-
other, where I am my brother’s keeper, where I
am my sister’s keeper. That’s the America that I
know. And that is the choice in this election.

This election is a choice. And if we give them
the keys, which will happen if you don’t vote,
they’ll keep giving tax breaks to companies that
ship our jobs overseas. We want to give tax
breaks to companies that create jobs right here
in the United States, to small businesses and
American manufacturers and clean energy com-
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panies. Because I don’t want wind panels and—
wind turbines and solar panels and electric cars
made in Europe or Asia; I want them built right
here in the United States, by American workers
here in the United States of America. That’s the
choice in this election.

If we give them the keys back, and we will if
you don’t vote, the other side has said they are
going to cut taxes for millionaires and billion-
aires, costing us $700 billion, and to help pay for
it, they’re going to cut education spending by 20
percent.

Now, think about this. This is at a time when
the question of whether a country competes al-
most entirely depends on how well we educate
our children. Do you think that China wants to
cut education by 20 percent?

Audience members. No!
The President. Is South Korea cutting educa-

tion by 20 percent?
Audience members. No!
The President. Those countries aren’t playing

for second place. America doesn’t play for sec-
ond place. We play for first place.

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A.! U.S.A.!
The President. We play for first. And that’s

why, instead of giving unwarranted subsidies to
the banks, we’ve taken tens of billions of dollars,
and we’re now putting them where they should
go—to students like you—to make sure that you
can afford a college education and a $10,000 tu-
ition tax credit for every young person in Amer-
ica so you can get the education you deserve.
That’s the choice in this election.

We want tax cuts to middle class families. We
don’t want special interests back in the shotgun.
You know, the other side has already promised
to roll back Wall Street reform, roll back health
insurance reform. We refuse to make that hap-
pen. We want to make sure that insurance com-
panies can’t deny you coverage when you get
sick. We want to make sure that the law we
passed to make sure that you can stay on your
parents’ health insurance till you’re 26 years
old, that that remains the law of the land.

We want to make sure that credit card com-
panies can’t hit you with hidden fees or jack up
your rates without notice. We want to make
sure that taxpayers aren’t stuck with a Wall

Street bailout because somebody else took un-
warranted risks.

We’re going to fight the effort to privatize
Social Security, because as long as I’m Presi-
dent, nobody is going to take a generation’s
worth of retirement savings and hand them over
to Wall Street. Not on my watch.

We are going to make sure we continue to in-
vest in clean energy and we enforce our clean
air and clean water laws. You’ve seen what
they’re trying to do here in California, trying to
roll back laws that will keep California at the
cutting edge. And now that we’ve got special in-
terests spending millions of dollars out there to
gut these clean air standards and clean energy
standards, and they’re doing the same thing all
across the country: millions of dollars in special
interest money, using phony front groups. You
don’t know their names. They call themselves
Americans for Prosperity or Mothers for Moth-
erhood. I made that last one up, but—[laugh-
ter]—but it might as well be.

And you don’t know who’s behind it. You
don’t know, is it an insurance company? Is it a
bank? Who is financing all these negative ads
against Jerry Brown? Who’s financing all these
negative ads against Barbara Boxer?

And you know how they’re able to do this
without disclosing their donors is because of a
Supreme Court ruling called Citizens United,
which shows you how important it is who’s mak-
ing appointments on the Supreme Court. I’m
proud I appointed Sonia Sotomayor. I appoint-
ed Elena Kagan.

All this money pouring into these elections
by these phony front groups, this isn’t just a
threat to Democrats, it’s a threat to our democ-
racy. And the only way to fight it is all of you, all
these voices matching those millions of dollars,
all of you being committed to finish what we
started in 2008. That’s why it’s so important all
of you get out. All of you have got to vote, be-
cause if everybody who fought for change in
2008 turns out this time, we will win this elec-
tion.

And so I want to remind you why you got in-
volved. You didn’t just get involved to elect a
President. You got involved because you be-
lieved we were at a defining moment. You
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believed that this was a time when the decisions
we make, the challenges we face, are going to
shape the lives of our children and our grand-
children and our great-grandchildren for de-
cades to come. That’s why you knocked on
doors. That’s why you made phone calls. That’s
why some of you cast your vote for the very first
time.

And look, I understand the last 2 years ha-
ven’t been easy. I know that a lot of you, you’re
thinking back to election night or Inauguration
Day and how much fun that was, and Beyonce
was singing and Bono. [Laughter] And Jamie
was there. And it felt like a big party. But I want
everybody to understand, I told you this was go-
ing to be hard. I told you power concedes noth-
ing without a fight.

Inch by inch, day by day, week by week,
we’ve been grinding it out, because that’s the
nature of change in a big, complex democracy.
And I recognize some of you may feel now that,
gosh, it seems so distant from those wonderful
memories and change is harder than I expected;
we haven’t gotten everything done that we
hoped for yet. And maybe you know somebody
in your family who’s out of a job or maybe
somebody in your neighborhood has put up a
foreclosure sign, and you think, boy, we’re not
moving as quick as we want.

I understand that. But don’t let anybody tell
you that our fight hasn’t been worth it. Don’t let
them tell you that we’re not making a differ-
ence. Because of you, there are people right
here in California who don’t have to choose be-
tween getting treatment for their cancer or go-
ing bankrupt. Because of you, there are parents
who are able to look their children in the eye
and say, yes, you will go to college. We can af-
ford it; we’re getting some help. Because of you,
there are small businesses who are able to keep
their doors open, even in the midst of recession.
Because of you, we have brought home nearly
100,000 brave men and women from Iraq.

Because of you, we are going to continue to
fight to end “don’t ask, don’t tell.” Because of
you, we are going to make sure that we’ve got
an energy policy for the future of America—be-
cause of you. So don’t tell—don’t let them tell
you that change isn’t possible. Because here’s

what I know: Change is always hard. And if our
parents, if our grandparents, if our great-grand-
parents, if they had listened to the cynics 50
years ago, 100 years ago, 200 years ago, we
wouldn’t be here today.

Think about it. This country was founded on
13 Colonies coming together to do what had nev-
er been done before: declaring a revolution,
throwing off the yoke of tyranny, battling the big-
gest, baddest empire on Earth. And then they de-
cided, you know, we’re going to try to form a new
type of government. And they wrote on paper,
they said in their declaration, “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that we are all endowed by our Creator
with certain inalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”

The cynics didn’t believe it. And then, when
we had to perfect that Union and fight a civil
war, the cynics didn’t believe it. They didn’t
think we could free the slaves. If our ancestors
had given up, if they had given up to the cynics,
we couldn’t have gotten through war, we
couldn’t have gotten through depression, we
would not have been able to battle and finally
achieve civil rights and women’s rights and
workers’ rights.

That is the spirit we have to summon today.
The journey we began together was not just about
putting a President in the White House. It was
about building a movement for change. It was
about realizing the promise of the United States
of America and understanding that if we’re willing
to work for it, there’s nothing we cannot achieve.

So I need you to keep on believing. I need
you to keep hoping. And if you knock on some
doors and make some phone calls and keep
marching and keep organizing, we won’t just
win this election; we are going to restore the
American Dream for not just some, but for ev-
ery, every, everybody in this great land.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you, and God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in
Alumni Park at the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. In his remarks, he referred to actor Ja-
mie Foxx; and musicians Beyonce G. Knowles,
and Paul D. “Bono” Hewson.
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Statement on the Death of Bishop Arthur M. Brazier 
October 22, 2010

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the passing of our dear friend, a stalwart of
the city of Chicago and one of our Nation’s lead-
ing moral lights, Bishop Arthur M. Brazier.
Through his service as a pastor and his work on
behalf of our communities, Bishop Brazier
touched the lives of countless Americans.

Bishop Brazier grew up during the Great De-
pression and never forgot how the sting of pov-
erty can shape a community and a nation. A
committed patriot, Bishop Brazier served as a
staff sergeant in the United States Army in In-
dia and Burma at the height of World War II.
He returned to Chicago, where he promoted
spiritual empowerment and economic develop-

ment through his pastorate of Apostolic Church
of God and leadership of numerous community
organizations and charitable efforts.

There is no way that we can replace the gen-
tle heart and boundless determination that
Bishop Brazier brought to some of the most
pressing challenges facing Chicago and our Na-
tion. However, his spirit will live on through the
parishioners, leaders, and friends that he
touched each day. Michelle and I join the Bra-
zier family, the Apostolic Church of God, and
all of Chicago in this moment of prayer and
mourning and in our commitment to ensure
that Bishop Brazier’s legacy lives on through
our service to others.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic of
the Congo
October 22, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency with respect
to the situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and the related
measures blocking the property of certain per-
sons contributing to the conflict in that country
are to continue in effect beyond October 27,
2010.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been
marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
to deal with that threat and the related mea-
sures blocking the property of certain persons
contributing to the conflict in that country.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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